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its 'final shape from Cyprian who voiced the idea of the * Cathedra
Petrin\ the guard at this shrine of human culture was already
being relieved.                                                             .-...:
Beside this decline in power of the old vital centre of the
world-state stood the rise of the army as a factor in politics. Its
right to share in the election of the emperor had long been estab-
lished by custom, and it now found vigorous expression in .the
ceremonial of inauguration. But from the time that Septimius
Severus and Caracalla shortsightedly abandoned the traditional
reliance on the Senate and proclaimed their dependence on the
soldiers, it was the temper and will of the army that must prove
decisive in filling the throne. But as the Italians had long since
disappeared from the army and the educated classes in the inner
provinces had likewise ceased to take any serious part in its
recruitment, the word now rested with the sons of the border-
provinces. What, in the end, determined their attitude was not
really the military point of view, but the atmosphere of their
native lands, their nationality and the degree in which they were
permeated by Roman influences.
A, notable r6le was played by the Osrhoenian archers, who from
the time of Caracalla formed a regular part of the Imperial forces
(p. 216). The proclamation of the .first Uranius under Severus
Alexander2 rested on their support; but, on the other hand, they
with the other Syrian .archers formed a strong backing for the
Syrian emperors3 and for Philip the Arabian, and, after the death
of Severus Alexander, tried to displace the candidate of the
Pannonians by an emperor of their own (p. 73). When a special
issue of coinage under Gallus celebrates the chief god of the
Osrhoenians Aziz4, who was identified with Apollo Pythius, it
was in honour of this important arm of the service. The valour of
the Osrhoenians in 260 in battle with Shapur enables us to realize
clearly their military, and consequently their political, value. The
whole career of Odenathus and his family is but one reflection the
more of the might of these Oriental archers.
Another important corps if elite consisted of the Moorish
javelin-men, who had given open support to the elevation of their
countryman, Macrinus; and the proclamation of Aemilianus, too,
a Moor of Girba,5 must have stood in some relation to the rising
1  E. Caspar, Geschichte des Papsttums, i, pp. 77 sqq,
2  Syncellus, p. 674 (ed Bonn).                     3 Herodian vm, i, 9.
4 Alfoldi, Vjetnik hrv. arh- drtistva, n.s. xv, p. 223^. For another view
see K. Pink, J.D.ji,L LII, 1937, p. 104 sq. See Volume of Plates v, 234,7.
6 [Aurelius Victor], Epit xxxi, i (wrongly referred to Gallus, cf. von
Domaszewski, Die Daten der S* Hist. dug. p. 14, n. 4).